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Commissioner for Patents 

The notice of appeal must be filed within the period for reply set in the last office action. The last office action set a shortened 
statutory period of 3 months and was mailed January 16, 2003. The notice of appeal was faxed April 17, 2003; therefore, it was faxed 
after the period of response set in the office action mailed January 16, 2003 had expired. The instant application will become 
abandoned unless an extension of time and the appropriate fee are timely filed. 
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